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Why form a network?

 A network can offer something that 
individuals cannot achieve or obtain by 
themselves.

 There are many objectives however that 
do not need a network to achieve.

 Networking takes time: be effective and 
efficient.



Networks are not the same as
NGO’s



A network differs in:

 Collaborative Action

 Diversity

 Non controlling

 Managing power differences in network

 A hub of social capital



Different shapes of network 1

 the form of a spiderweb



The forms of a network 2

 Different knots connected (like a loose 
network)



The centralized network

 The spiderweb model is more common for 
very institutionalized structures, with 
hierachies (board, executive office, etc.): 
reflecting NGO structure

 Will get work done, but create tensions 
with the nature of networking.



Loose networks

 Loose networks run the risk of ending 
quickly, loose focus or not achieve.

 Key is finding a balance in the network 
structure that serves the groups, 
individuals involved achieving their 
purpose.



Different objectives require different
networks
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Main aim

 The vision of IHEYO is to give a voice 
to young humanists (15-35yrs) within 
the mission of IHEU. The mission of 
IHEU is to build and represent the 
global humanist movement that 
defends human rights and promotes 
humanist values worldwide.



Current and coming activities:

 providing an international platform to exchange, 
network and learn from each other (regionalWGs); 

 offering training, non-formal education and other 
relevant information to humanist youth workers;

 supporting individuals and organizations directly in 
their activities when funding is a big problem;

 making youth humanism visible in the world, 
especially in the humanist community.


